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When I was a child, I loved the late 80's- early 90's 
version of the Mickey Mouse Club.  Every episode 
was a party.  The saddest moment was when they 
sang the reprise of the infamous MMC song. It has 
some lines that I currently find endearing and 
meaningful: 
 
"Through the years we'll all be friends where ever we 
may be... Now's the time to say good bye to all our 
company [family]... see you real soon... why? because 
we like you!" 
 
I am always encouraged when I read John 17:20-26.  
Jesus talks about the intimacy of his relationship with 
God and his desire for our relationship with him and 
with God, and with one another.  We are to all be one; 
to be friends and family in Christ.  This is, of course, 
also part of Jesus' prayer in the final days of his life 
here.  He was preparing himself to say good bye.  He 
was preparing himself for the next phase of his 
ministry.  Jesus was preparing himself for his death. 
 
Jesus knew that life is all about relationships and that 
sometimes, no matter how painful, we have to say 
good bye to those we hold most dear. We say bye but 
we'll all be friends where ever we may be, because we 
are one in Christ Jesus. 
 

Brian, Ethan, Jack and I are so sad to be leaving           
1st UMC, Maryville.  You all have been family to us.  
You have watched me stumble and fumble through 
awkward moments in worship.  You celebrated with 
me when I was ordained.  You showered Brian, Ethan, 
and me with love when we got married.  You have 
prayed for my family in times of need and rejoiced 
when healing came. 
 
I have been to more band/orchestra concerts and 
sporting events than I ever imagined to support your 
youth.  We have worshiped together, played fun 
games, cried, laughed, eaten, and traveled many 
miles.  I love them so very much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We know God has called us to Bethel-Vonore and we 
give thanks knowing that God is already making a way 
for us to do ministry there and for the new team to do 
ministry here.  But you will always hold a special place 
in our hearts. Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

In Christ, 

Asa 

Saying goodbye 
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The Church Bell - 1st United Methodist Church 

The Church Bell is printed weekly throughout the year, with a few special “double issues.”   If you have a story 
that you would like to have told in the “Bell” or have an event you need help promoting, please contact              
Clayton Hensley (Director of Communications) at chensley@fumc-maryville.org or call 982-1273.                 
Deadlines for submissions to the newsletter are on the Friday before publication on Monday.  

You can sign up to receive your “Church Bell” in a digital edition which often includes interactive links and 
“extra” pages.  To receive the digital edition please visit www.1stchurch.org and look for the “Church Bell” tab 
under “Happening at 1st.” 

Courtesy: www.holston.org 

mailto:chensley@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/happening-at-1st/the-church-bell


Seder meal lessons 
We are now in a season of 
celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus. 
Following the celebrations of Palm 
Sunday, a final week of reflection got 
underway at 1st UMC starting with an 
instructional Seder Meal in Wesley 
Hall.  
 
Dr. Jack Van Hooser led about two 
dozen people through this traditional 
Passover meal and its ties to the Last 
Supper.  The evening included 
participant readings and plenty of 
explanations of the meaning behind 
this tradition. 
 

Stephen Nelson takes the last candle out of 
the Sanctuary during Maundy Thursday 
Services 

Maundy Thursday  
The story about the time leading up to 
the crucifixion of Jesus came to life 
during this year’s Maundy Thursday 
service.  Micah Montague, reading 
the part of Judas, was joined by about 
a dozen others in a dramatic retelling 
of what Jesus meant to the lives of 
others in his time. 
 
 As each part was read, a candle was 
blown out until one final candle 
remained lit.  The lights of the 
Sanctuary dimmed and the last 
candle was blown out. The more than 
130 people gathered for the service 
left in silence.  The service also 
included a time for communion and 
plenty of great music.  
 

Easter celebrations 
Nearly a thousand people came out 
to celebrate the Resurrection of Christ 
on April 20th.  People raised their  

voices in song 
and praise as 
the good news 
was announced.    
 
All three 
services were 
packed with 
people, praise 
and a variety of 
great music.  
 
Following the 
services dozens of 
people gathered in 
Wesley Hall for a traditional Easter 
lunch filled with the fellowship of 
friends.  
 

 
Bringing joy to others through music 

Last week, the sound of music echoed through the 
chapel at Shannondale Retirement Community.  The 
Joy Singers and Merrymakers from 1st UMC 
entertained the folks there on the day after Easter.  That 
concert was followed by one from the Jubilant Ringers 
and Evensong handbells on Tuesday, the 22nd.   
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1st News 

Happy hundredth birthday! 

It isn’t often you get to celebrate 
someone’s 100th birthday, but 
that’s exactly what happened 
here on Sunday, April 27th.  
Reba Gamble made it to the 
century mark with her family 

throwing her a party after the 10:30 worship service.              
If you are on Facebook, go to the church page where 
you’ll find a place to wish her a Happy Birthday.  Here 
are couple of comments made already. 

Happy Birthday Reba!! You are amazing!!                            
(from Good Neighbors of Blount County) 

Happy Birthday to a wonderful lady—Frances Hodge 

Happy Birthday … from the Snyders.  

Easter offering 

God is good all the time, all the time God is good!  On 
Easter Sunday YOU responded in a big way to 
requests to dig a little deeper and help two great 
causes.  In the end, the Easter Offering totaled just 
over $15,000.   The money benefits the church’s 
commitment to building a Habitat for Humanity home 
this year and helps children in South Sudan through 
the Africa Education and Leadership Initiative (Africa 
ELI).  Thanks so much for your generosity! 

Standing for the 
Hallelujah Chorus 
during the 10:30 
Easter service. 

“All sunshine produces a desert not a 
garden. God still works in the dark.” 

What stone is blocking your way that 
God can move? 

It is easy to believe in the sunlight 
but belief turns sour in the darkness. 

Easter Morning tweets! 
#twEaster2014 

Courtesy: Crystal West 
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1 bag sugar (4-5 lbs.) 
1 bag corn meal (4-5 lbs.) 

1 bag self-rising flour (4-5 lbs.) 
1 bag rice (2 lbs.) 

1 bag dried beans (2 lbs.) 
1 powdered milk (10 oz. or less) 

1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less) 
1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 

1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) 
 

$5 for packing and shipping 
(drop off items outside of church office) 

 
*Bucket items will be collected through the               

3rd Sunday in May. 

Adult Ministries  
Sign up for events by calling 982-1273 or  

visit “Event Registration” at  www.1stchurch.org      

 
Craft Weekend 

May 2nd 
10:00 am to 6:00 pm 

May 3rd 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

This August, members of 1st UMC will get together to 
build another house for Habitat for Humanity. Your help 
is needed both physically and financially to make this 
mission possible.   

On Sunday, May 11th, the church will recognize 
graduating senior students as well as senior citizens 80 
and over.  Why not consider making a gift in honor of 
someone who fits into one of these categories or in 
honor or memory of your mother, as May 11th is also 
Mother’s Day.    

For $50, you can by one square foot of the home, 
dedicating it to whomever you choose.  Habitat will 
send a card to the person being honored or to the 
family of those memorialized.  

If you are interested in doing this, make your check 
payable to First United Methodist Church and provide 
the information of the person being recognized, 
including their address (or that of their family). 

Be watching the worship bulletins, the newsletter and 
our social media channels in the coming weeks for 
other ways you can help get this house built.  

Help fill the buckets! 

Last month when the church 
honed in on hunger, thirty 
buckets were packed that 
will eventually make their 
way to Zimbabwe.  

The church goal for this 
hands-on mission project is to fill 100 buckets.  Helping 
out this cause is easy.  Just buy items from the list 
below or donate money (and someone else will do the 
shopping).   You have until the 3rd Sunday in May to 
get the items to the church.  Just drop them off outside 
the church office.  

80 or more reasons to celebrate 

When you live to be 80 or older you have plenty of 
reasons to celebrate.  On May 11th, 1st UMC will 
honor people who have reached this milestone 
during morning worship services. This recognition 
happens on the same day the church honors 
graduating students. 

Following the 10:30 worship there will be a catered 
meal in Wesley Hall for everyone.  There is NO cost 
for those who are 80 or older and don’t mind 

admitting it.  For everyone else it is $10 per person.  

Please register online at www.1stchurch.org              
or call 982-1273.  

Pennsylvania Dutch Country  
This fall you have the chance to tour the Pennsylvania Dutch 
country, see the musical Moses (at the Sight and Sound 
Millennium Theater, get a taste of Hershey’s Chocolate 
World and visit the Landis Valley Museum and Village, all in 
one trip!   It happens, September 8th through the 13th and 
costs $469 (based on double occupancy)  

Contact Mae Owenby at 983-3482 for more information. 

What do you want to know about the Bible? 

There is still time to join the discussions about the nature of 
Scripture on Tuesdays at 10 am and 7 pm in room 215.  
Come explore Adam Hamilton’s Making Sense of the Bible 
to understand ways the Bible speaks through people, 
understand how it was inspired and celebrate the Scripture 
as a living, breathing document.    

The Tuesday morning session is followed by the weekly 
lunch for seniors (60 and older).  The meal is free, but 
reservations are needed.  Just call 982-1273 for more 
information.   

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


 
Contact: Asa Majors  

 rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or  982-1273 
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Join the discussion 

This past week, the Young Adult Sunday 
School class kicked off a new study 
using Adam Hamilton’s Making Sense of 
the Bible.  If you’ve ever had questions 
about the Bible, this is a great way to get 
answers.  Come join the conversations 
each Sunday  at 9:15 am in room 118 
which resume on May 11th.  

Trivia Nights 
April 30th @ Barley’s Maryville—7:30 pm 

May 7th @ Barley’s Maryille—7:30 
May 20th @ Smoky Mtn. Brewery—7:00 pm 

 

Social standings 

Just a few days after Easter, the church Facebook 
page reached another 
milestone, its 500th “like.”  
Over on twitter there are 
now 121 followers.   

 

Both social media outlets 
continue to grow as do 
the number of visits to 
www.1stchurch.org.  
Thanks for keeping in 
touch online and keep spreading the word. 

A note from Asa 
The Young Adults class wants to show some love for 
Jason and Morgan Lambert as they get set to 
welcome a baby into their lives.  
 
This Sunday morning during the Sunday School hour 
(9:15—10:15), you are invited to shower this couple 
with baby care items (and a little love)!  There will 
also be some food (RSVP to Asa if you are  planning 
on eating brunch with the class).    
 

Requested items for baby shower: 
Pampers 

Huggies natural wipes 
 Boudreaux Butt Paste 

Senior Recognition 
Sunday, May 11th 

(Brunch served from 9:15—10:15 am) 

 
Graduating seniors will be recognized during all 
worship services. Come out and congratulate these 
young men and women on their academic 
achievements. 

Wesley House welcomed 

Friday’s general meeting of the 
United Methodist Women put 
the spotlight on dozens of 
senior ladies from Knoxville’s 
Wesley House.  After a lunch 
of chicken casserole, green 

beans and a “Peep” topped dessert, the guests 
played Bingo and took home quite a few prizes! 

Tablescapes 

You can support the programs at Wesley House by 
helping the 1st UMC -UMW at this year’s 
Tablescape Event.  The table this year will be 
Texas themed.  Tickets cost $30 and sell out fast.  
The event includes a silent auction. Tablescapes is 
on May 10th at First Farragut United Methodist 
Church.  Doors open at 10:45 and lunch is served 
at 11:45.  Just contact a member of UMW to get 
your tickets.  

 

Each year, the UMW goes 
all out to decorate tables for 
the event.  This is last year’s 
entry. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://www.twitter.com/1stmaryville
http://www.1stchurch.org


 
Sunday, May 4th 

(This Sunday) 
Preschool – 4th Grade  

Peter’s Declaration 
Bible Verses– Matthew 

16:13-20 
Tweens 

Proclaiming (the Great 
Commission) 

 
 

Sunday, April 27th 
(Last Sunday) 

Preschool – 4th Grade  
Road to Emmaus 

Bible Verses– Luke  24:13-35 
Tweens 

Encountering Jesus (the road to Emmaus) 

 
 
 
 

For more information on any of these events, please call Denise 
at 268-2921 or e-mail her at djohns@fumc-maryville.org . 
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www.growproclaimserve.com 

Let the adventure begin! 
In just a few weeks it will be time for a “wilderness 
escape” with Moses, as Vacation Bible School kicks 
off at 1st UMC.  Each day a Bible buddy will guide 
children on an unforgettable trip through one of the 
most well known stories of the Old Testament.  To 
bring this escape from Egypt to life there will be tents 
taking you back to the time of the ancient Israeilites 
and groups will all have the names of the ancient 
tribes.  
 
Volunteers are still needed to help make this event 
one of the best ever.  No experience necessary and 
training will be provided. 

 

June 1st - 
June 5th 
@1stUMC 
 
 
 

To sign up to be a volunteer or to register your child 
for VBS just visit: 

www.1stchurchevents.org 
 

(Registration forms also available by contacting DeniseJohns) 

What your children are learning? 

Coming this Sunday…. 
This weekend come celebrate summer’s arrival a little early 
with a great big pizza picnic at the Friendship Shelter.  On 
Sunday, families can come eat, play and get their pictures 
taken all for just $5 per person or $20 per family.  It all 
happens right after the 10:30 worship services.  
 
 Please sign up ahead of time so we can get a head count.  
You can do that by calling 982-1273 or go online to 
www.1stchurch.org , under “event registration”. 

 
 
 
 

Pizza and Pictures 
Sunday, May 4th 

Friendship Shelter 
11:45 am 

Easter lessons, Legos, and more 
On Easter Sunday around 30 children listened to the 
story about Jesus’ death and resurrection and asked 
questions about it, too.  This special time also 
included a homemade Lego movie of the Easter story 
produced by the Webb family, singing the song Christ 
Arose, and a game of Pictionary using words from the 
Easter story.  
 
All the children received a gift of 5 eggs as they left.  4 
were filled with a piece of candy and a paper with a 
website address or a verse pertaining to the lesson. 
The 5th contained no candy and described the egg 
representing the empty tomb.  

One sweet Sunday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the Sunday School hour on Easter, children enjoyed a few 
Resurrection Rolls, sweet treats baked with a marshmallow inside 
that disappears once it’s baked signifying the empty tomb on 
Easter Sunday. 

mailto:djohns@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.1stchurchevents.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


Sunday, May 4, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Sanctuary 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
  9:15 AM  Young Adult Brunch, 118 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
11:45 AM  Family Pizza Picnic & Pictures, Friendship Shelter 
11:45 AM  YMAT, 127 
  3:30 PM  Youth Praise Band 
  4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 252, 254 
  5:10 PM  Celebration Singers, 249 
  5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252 
  6:00 PM  Youth, 152  
  6:30 PM  Staff Parish, 243 
Monday, May 5, 2014 
  3:30 PM  Joy Singers Tour practice, 249 
  6:00 PM  Little River Service Unit, Wesley Hall 
  6:00 PM  Patrol Leaders’ Council, 243 
Tuesday, May 6, 2014 
 10:00 AM  Making Sense of the Bible, 215 
 11:00 AM  Lunch for 60 plus, 215 
   6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall  
   6:30 PM  Making Sense of the Bible, 215 
   7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Wednesday, May 7, 2014 
  3:45 PM  Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee 
 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM  Worship, Asbury Hall 
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned room) 
  4:00 PM  Mission Wall Committee Meeting, 243 
  7:00 PM  Ladies Bible Study, Panera Bread     
  7:00 PM  Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell            
  7:30 PM  Young Adult Trivia Night, Barley’s Maryville 
  7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249  
Thursday, May 8, 2014 
10:15 AM  Asagao Handbells, 252  
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  6:30 PM  Trustees, 214 
  7:00 PM VFW 10855, 254 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Saturday, May 10, 2014 
  9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 

        HAPPENING AT  
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Sunday commitments for Sunday 5/4/14 

Prepare for Worship 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19 
(UMH 837) 
1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24: 13-35 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Brenda (414-8493) 
or Larry (414-8494) 
Parsonage (233-2712) 
 
Kids Own Worship: 
Preschool 
Dave & Jen Flynn 
Elementary 
Stephen & Jennifer Daves 
 
 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 

Steve & Ruth West 
 

 10:30 The Crossing  

William Russell 
Sally & John Thierbach 
 

 10:30 Traditional 

Vickie Everbach 
Jackie Abbott 
Bob Ivens 
 
 
Acolytes: 
Abram Abbott 
Tannen Roberts 
 
 

Memorial Fund 
In Honor or Memory Of Given B y 
Betty Sessoms   Yvonne Wilkins 
Nadine Flynn   Lurene Sanders 
Joe Cunningham  The Janice Quick Family 
Nadine Flynn   L. G. Flynn 
Nadine Flynn   District Attorney’s Criminal
    & Child Support Office 
 

Welcome Table 
In Honor of Memory Of Given By 
The Meadows Family  The Simpson Family 

 

Hurricane Sandy Missions 
In Honor or Memory Of Given By 
Suzanne Rhoden  Avie & Melissa Ownby 

Memorials & Honorariums 

Reception for Larry, Brenda & Asa 
June 1st in Wesley Hall 

Following the 10:30 worship services.  
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